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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: NSP US UR 

SUBJECT: RUBLE CONVERSION FOR SPASO STAFF 

1 . FOR RONHOVDE FROM SCHUMAKER. 

2. CLEMENTE HAS REQUESTED THAT EMBASSY CONVERT 
R4, 000.00 FOR HIM IN ORDER TO BUY A NEW FIAT IN 
HELSINKI (LIST PRICE $6,000.00). WE ARE RELUCTANT 

TO GRANT CLEMENTE'S REQUEST, DUE TO INCREASING 
SOVIET RESTRICTIONS ON OUR ABILITY TO SPEND RUBLES 
HERE. HOWEVER WE DO NOT WISH TO REJECT CLEMENTE S 
PROPOSAL OUT OF HAND WITHOUT EXAMINING HIS SIDE OF 
STORY. 

3. CLEMENTE STATES THAT YOU ARRANGED FOR HIM TO 
CONVERT R 1,300.00 IN APRIL 1975 IN 

ORDER TO FINANCE PURCHASE OF HIS PRESENT CAR. WE 
WOULD APPRECIATE IT IF YOU COULD CONFIRM THIS STORY, 

AND PROVIDE US WITH REASONS WHY CLEMENTE WAS ALLOWED 
TO MAKE CONVERSION. ALSO, YOUR OPINION OF CLEMENTE'S 
PRESENT PROPOSAL IS REQUESTED. MANY THANKS. 

GARRISON 
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